Sickle cell anaemia in Pakistan.
The sickle cell gene is found predominantly in Equatorial Africa and amongst the negro population in the United States. It has also been reported in Saudi Arabia, the Middle East, Southern India and Iran. Despite human migration from the Middle East, Iran and India to Pakistan, there have to date been no reported cases of sickle cell disease in Pakistan to the best of our knowledge. But unfortunately there has been no population screening to find out the true incidence of the disease. Our study demonstrates that the disease is not totally non-existent in Pakistan: over a two-year period we have collected eight cases in our department. Electrophoretic screening is obviously needed to find out the true incidence of the disease/trait.